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Synopsis

Paolo Bacigalupi’s debut collection demonstrates the power and reach of the science-fiction short
story. Social criticism, political parable, and environmental advocacy lie at the center of Paolo’s
work. Each of the stories herein is at once a warning and a celebration of the tragic comedy of the
human experience.The 11 stories in Pump Six represent the best of Paolo’s work, including the
Hugo nominee "Yellow Card Man", the Nebula-and Hugo-nominated story "The People of Sand and
Slag", and the Sturgeon Award-winning story "The Calorie Man". The title story is original to this
collection.With this book, Paolo Bacigalupi takes his place alongside SF short-fiction masters Ted
Chiang, Kelly Link and others, as an important young writer that directly and unabashedly tackles

today’s most important issues.
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Customer Reviews

In Pump Six and Other Stories, which won the Locus Award for Best Collection, Paolo Bacigalupi
treats us to these ten excellently written biopunk stories:"Pocketful of Dharma" (1999) -- a young
street urchin finds a digital storage device which contains some startling data. This is Bacigalupi’s
first short story -- and it's impressive. | love the premise of this story and its ambiguous ending. It
would be fun to see Bacigalupi extend this one into a novel."The Fluted Girl" (2003) -- a young girl is
at the mercy of her cruel and ambitious mistress. There’s a scene in this story that's eerie, chilling,
and strangely beautiful. Another ambiguous but satisfying ending."The People of Sand and Slag"
(2004, Nebula nomination, Hugo nomination) -- three colleagues are surprised to find an extinct

species: a dog. Although this one was nominated for a Nebula and Hugo and has some fascinating



ideas, it lacks Bacigalupi’s usual subtlety and feels a bit heavy-handed."The Pasho" (2004) -- an
educated and enlightened man returns to his primitive village. This one has a surprise ending that
was really well done."The Calorie Man" (2005, Theodore Sturgeon Award, Hugo nomination) -- set
in Paolo Bacigalupi’s Windup world (the setting for his multi-award winning novel The Windup Girl),
generipping and bioterrorism have destroyed the world’s food supply, leaving an oligopoly of a few
biotech firms. It took me a while to get the feel for this blighted world, partly because | was listening
on audio and couldn’t see the words (e.g., At first | didn’t realize it was "joules" and not "jewels").
Once | read a couple of pages of the print version at Nightshade’s website, | was fine and loved it.
This is excellent world building.
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